An a fd 
— 


þ 
0 


2 
CHARACTERS 


He- bus bes 


EMINENT PERSONAGES 


0 2 HIS OWN TIM E, 
Written by- the late 8 
EARL of CHESTERFIELD; / | 
4 3 


NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED. 


THE SECOND EDITION. 
«= * 2 c 5 — ' 
LOND ON: : 
Printed for WILLIAM FLexxzr, Holborn, 


NS, 


PRE F ACE. 


HESE. ſketches were deline- 

ated by the pen of the late 
Earl of Cheſterfield. If they can- 
not be ſaid to be abſolutely fnihed, | 
they at leaſt contain ſuch nice and 
delicate touches as ſerve to mark i in 
the ſtrongeſt manner the hand of a 
maſter. It is to be lamented that 
he who knew ſo well how to draw 
from nature had not indulged the 
publick with more numerous as 
well as more perfect portraits of the 
great perſonages with whom he was. 
connected. But even theſe re- 
mains, few and imperfect as they * 
are, were thought of too great cons, 
ſequence by the editor to periſh in 
obſcurity; tho' he is far from being 
convinced, however they be eſteem- 


ed as the compolitions of an elegant 
A. Writer 
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writer, that they are wholly free, as 
the productions of a man of juſtice 
and honour, from ſome of thoſe 


faults againſt which human nature, 


till it ſhall be exempt from paſſion, 
can never perhaps be ſufficiently on 
its guard. The noble Earl profeſ- 
ſes to have been directed in the 
drawing theſe characters by ho- 


neſt impartiality alone; and we 


ought to believe that he liſtened to 
no other guide. What ſhall we ſay 
then if we find in them groundleſs 
charges? With two inſtances of 
which the editor, from undoubted 
authority, and prompted merely by 


a love of juſtice, begs leave to pre- 


pare the reader. 


We are told by his Lordſhip that 


Queen Caroline © loved money, but 
could 


PREFACE: 
could occaſionally part with it, e? 
fpecially to men of learning, whoſe 
patronage ſhe affected Muſt we 
not underftand by this, that ſhe 
ſaved money, and, in all matters re- 
lating to it, was in general actuated 
by the ſuggeſtions of avarice when 
they were not checked by vanity ? 
But fo very partially diftant is this 
repreſentation from the truth, that 
her Majeſty was a woman of real, 
and, whatever her creed might be, 
of chriſtian- like benevolence. She 
had fo great a number of penſioners. 
the greateſt part of them pauvres 
honteux, and but very few of them 
diſtinguiſhed for learning---that ſhe 
died in debt five thouſand pounds 
---which ſhe had borrowed of her 
treaſurer, and which was afterwards' 
repaid him by the King. 
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is Lordſhip is pleaſed likewiſe 
to inform us that © Mr. Henry Fox 
was a younger brother of the loweſt 
extraction, and that his father /ome 
bozo or other acquired an ample for- 
tune.” Mr. Henry Fox was the 
lecond ſurviving ſon of Sir Stephen 
Fox. Sir Stephen was one of the 


younger of many children, and his 


father Mr. illiam Fox was a 
gentleman ot the county of Wilts, 
poſſeſſing a landed eſtate of about 
Zool. a year; which eſtate, upon 
a moderate computation, muſt have 
been at one time in that family from 
father to ſon at leaſt two hundred 


years. The preſent Earl of Ilcheſ- 


ter, heir and elder branch of that fa- 
mily, is the preſent poſſeſſor of it. 
It is at a place called Farley, where 
The * has been buried, as ap- 


pears 


PREFATE #4 
pears by their monuments in that 
church, authenticating the facts 
here advanced. Sir Stephen Fox 
was in his earlieſt youth recommen- 
ded as a companion to King 
Charles the Second, then Prince of 
Wales, by the Earl of Northumber- 
land, who protected and in ſome 
ſort educated this young perſon, the 
{on of his friend and neighbour; as 
was very cuſtomary with the great 
Noblemen of that time, who had 
uſually in their houſes ſome of 
the ſons. of the lower Nobility 
and of the gentry to be brought 
up under, their care and in- 
ſpection. Mr. Fox, afterwards 
Sir Stephen, accompanied his Ma- 
jeſty during his exile, and beſides 
receiving diſtinguiſhing marks of 
the Royal favour abroad, upon his 
return to England and at the reſto- 

ra- 
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ration he was made Privy Counſel- 
lor, Paymaſter of the Army, and was 
at one time firſt Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury. Sir Stephen had by 
his firſt Lady two daughters, the 
one married to the Earl of North- 
ampton, the other to the Lord 
Cornwallis---two families the moſt 
unlikely to have condeſcended to 
mean or unſuitable alliances. He 
died at a very advanced age, leaving 
two ſons, who were afterwards the 
Earl of Ilcheſter and Lord Holland, 
and one daughter, the mother of 
the preſent Lord Digby.---The rea- 
der now ſees what © the loweſt ex- 
traction“ of Mr Fox was, and may 
form a tolerable gueſs at the ſigni- 
ficant © /ome how or other” by which 
his father might be ſuppoſed to 
acquire his ample fortune.---It is to 


be 
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be aſked whether the Earl of Cheſ- 
terfield, when he was writing the 
character of Mr. Fox, had ever re- 
ceived this account of his family : 
it is to be preſumed that his Lord- 
ſhip had no other more authentic 
than that which he had received 
from ſome who do not care what 
they invent, or others what they 
believe: and it is to be wiſhed that 
the plea of Miſinformation were a- 
vailable at the tribunal of imparti- 
ality from a rigid Cenſor of the lives 
and manners of his contemporaries. 


Old Cato is as great a rogue as you,” 


Is a line which may perhaps 
he quoted upon this occaſion by .- 
ſome hardy man to the ſhade of 
Lord Holland. But the editor 
would by no means be underſtood 
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to do it, as he does not believe that 
it is true: he has ſtill a leſs bad o- 
pinion of the character of the Earl. 
---If the reader ſhould wiſh to have 
an opinion of it alſo, he has but to 
colle& the traits as they lie ſcat- 
tered by himſelf, in his Letters to his 
Son, and apply for the finiſhing 
ſtroke to a gentleman who rides 


well and ſerves the King. 


Entered af Stationers 
Mall. 
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GEORGE the FIRST. 
FNEORGE the Fiiſt was an ho 
Ngeſt, dull German gentlema, 

as unfit as unwilling to act the part 

of a King, which is, to ſhine and 

oppreſs. Lazy and inactive eren 

in his pleaſures; which were there- 

fore lowly ſenſual. © He was coolly 

intrepid, and indolently benevolent; : 

He was diffident of his own parts, | 

Bi wWhick 
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which made him ſpeak little in 
public, and prefer in his ſocial, 
which were his favourite, hours, the 
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company of waggs and buffoons. 
Even his miſtreſs, the Ducheſs of 
Kendal, with whom he paſſed moſt 
of his time, and who had all in- 


fluence over him, was very little a- 
bove an idiot. Importunity could 
alone make him act, and then only 
to. get rid of it. His views and af- 
fections were ſingly confined to the 
narrow compaſs of his electorate 
England was too big for him.—If 
he had nothing great as a King, he 
had nothing bad as a man—and if 
he does not adorn, at leaſt he will 


nor 


* EARL OP CHESTERFIELD, 13 
not ſtain the annals of this country. 
In private life he would have been 
loved and eſteemed as a good citi- 
zen, a good friend, and a good 
neighbour —Happy were it for 
Europe, happy for the world, if 
there were not greater Kings in it! 
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QUEEN CAROLINE. 


UEEN CAROLINE had 

O lively, pretty parts, a quick 

conception, and ſome degree of fe- 
male knowledge; and would have 

been an agreeable woman in ſocial, 

if ſhe had not aimed at being a 

great one in public, life. She had 

the graces that adorn the former, 
but neither the ſtrength of parts, 

nor the judgment neceſſary for the 
latter. She profeſſed art, inſtead of 
concealing it, and valued herſelf 
upon her ſkill in ſimulation and diſ- 
ſimulation, by which ſhe made her- 
5 | + ſelf 
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ſelf many enemies, and not one 
friend, even amongſt the women the 
neareſt to her perſon. She loved 
money, but could occaſionaly part 
ny it, eſpecially to men of learn- 

ng, whoſe patronage ſhe affected. 
. often converſed with them, and 
bewildered herſelf in their meta- 
phyſical diſputes, which neither ſhe 
nor they themſelves underſtood. 
Cunning and perfidy were the 
means ſhe made uſe of 1 in buſineſs 


Vas all women do—for want of 


better. She fhewed her art this 


moſt in her management of the 


King, whom ſhe governed abſolute- 
1y, by a ſeeming complaiſance and 
obe- 
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obedience to all his humours —ſhe 


even favoured and promoted his 


gallantries. She had a dangeraus 
ambition, for it was attended with 
courage, and if ſhe had lived much 
longer might have proved fatal, 
either to herſelf or to the conſtitu- 
tion.. After puzzling herſelf in all 
the-whimſies and fantaſtical ſpecu- 
lations of different ſects, ſhe fixed 
ultimately in Deiſm, believing a fu- 
ture ſtate, —She died with great 
reſolution and intrepidity, of a very 
painful diſtemper, and under ſome 
cruel operations. 


Upon 


| | 
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Upon the whole, the Agreeable 
Woinan was liked by moſt people, 
but the Queen was neither eſteem- 


ed, beloved, nor truſted by any 
' body but the King. 


SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Much queſtion, whether an im- 

partial character of Sir Robert 
Walpole will or can be tranſmitted 
to poſterity: for he governed this 
kingdom ſo long, that the various 
paſſions of mankind mingled and in 
a manner incorporated themſelves 
with every thing that was ſaid or 
written concerning him. Never 
was man more flattered or more 
abuſed— and his long power was 
Probably the cauſe of both. I was 
much acquainted with him both in 


his public and private life, I mean 
to 


to do impartial juſtice to his cha- 
racter, and therefore my picture of 
lim will perhaps be more like him, 
than it will be like any of the other 
paictures drawn of him. | 


In private life he was good- 
natured, chearful, ſocial; inelegant 
in his manners, looſe in his morals; 
he had a coarſe ſtrong wit, which 
he was too free of for a man in his 
ſation, as it is Aways inconſiſtent 
with dignity. He was very able as 
a Minifter, but without a certain 
elevation af mind, neceſſary for 
great good, or great miſchief. Pro- 
fuſe and appetent, his ambition was 
Y C ſub- 


AS - l . 
— - — — — - \ 
N 2 * 
— — — ä alu dio wo en — , > ˙ůudI Day — ͤũ— —·¹ ö , e eee 


— >a 
— —— 2. * - 4a, - 
as — 2 — — * — yo - 2 Es 
A * 
— . . aw — — » 4 04 89 1 
— . — 63 — — —— — —— — .. a —— 
— — nee” oa !. — — — 
— 


— — m 2 * 
— — 


- 
_— —— 


— ——— GP 4H 
: 5 


— 


1 oy 94 — — 
* 


13 CHARACTERS: BY THE LAT | 


ſubſervient to his deſign of making 
a great fortune—He had more of 
the Mazarin than of the Richelieu 
He would do mean things for profit, 
and never thought of doing great 
ones for glory. He was both the 
beſt parliament- man, and the ableſt 
manager of parliament, that I be- 
lieve ever lived. An artful rather 
than eloquent ſpeaker, he ſaw, as 
by intuition, the diſpoſition of the 
houſe, and preſſed or receded ac- 
cordingly. So clear in ſtating the 
moſt intricate matters, eſpecially in 
the finances, that, whilſt he was 
ſpeaking the moſt ignorant thought 
that they underſtood what they 

| really 


"EARL OF CHESTERFIELD: rg 
really did not. Money, not pre- 
rogative, was the chief engine of his 
; adminiſtration; and he employed 
it with a ſucceſs, which in a man- 
ner diſgraced humanity. He was 
not, it is true, the inventor. of that 
ſhameful method of governing 
which had been gaining ground 
inſenſibly ever ſince Charles the 
Second, but with uncommon {kill 
andunbounded profuſion he brought 
it to that perfection which at this 
time diſhonours and diſtreſſes this 
country, and which ( if not checked, 
and God knows how it can be now 
checked) muſt ruin it. 


9 Be- 
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Beſules this powerful engine of 
government, Ke had à moſt extra- 
ordinary talent of perſuading and 
working men up to his purpoſe— 
A Hearty kind of frankneſs, which 
ſometimesſcemd imprudence; made 
people think: that lie let them into 
his ſecrets, whillt the impoliteneſs 
of his manners ſeemed'to atteſt his 
ſincerity. When he found any bo- 
dy proof agaĩinſt peeuniary tempta- 
tions, which alas ! was but ſeldom, 
he had recourſe to a ſtill worſe art: 
for he laughed at and ridiculed all 
notions of public virtue and the 
love of one's country, calling ther 
_ * The chimerical ſchool- boy flights of 
* 5 . | 1 of 


-- 


EARL OF CHESTERFIELD: 2. 
clafficab learning” ; decharing himſelf 
at the ſame time N Saint, nb 
Spartan, nd Reformer. He would 
frequently aſſe young fellows at 
the ir firſt appearance in the world. 
while their Honeſt hearts were yet! 
untainted “ Well, are you io be an 
old Roman? a patrivt You'll ſoon 
come off of that and grow wiſer"... 
And thus he was more dangerous 
to the morals, than to the liberties 
of his country, to Mick Fam per- 
ſuaded that he meant no illi in his 
heart. 


He was the eaſy and profuſedups 
of women, and in ſome inſtances in- 
: de- 
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decently ſo—He was exceſſively 
open to flattery, even of the groſſeſt 
kind, and from the coarſeſt bung- 
lers of that vile profeſſion; which 
engaged him to paſs moſt of 
his leiſure and jovial hours with 
people whoſe blaſted characters re- 
flected upon his own—He. was 
loved by many, but reſpected by 
none, his familiar and illiberal 
mirth and raillery leaving him no 
dignity He was not vindictive, 
but on the contrary very placable 
to thoſe who had injured him the 
moſt His good humour, good na- 
ture, and beneficence in the ſeveral 
relations of father, huſband, maſter, 
and 
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and friend, gained him the warmeſt 
affections of all within that circle. 


- His name will not be recorded in 
hiſtory amongſt the Beſt Men, or 
the Beſt Miniſters, but much leſs 
ought it to be ranked amongſt the 
warſt. 
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Mr. PULTENEY. 


JR. PULTENEY was 
V formed by nature for ſacial 
and convivial pleaſures—Refent- 
ment made him engage in buſineſs. 
He had thought himſelf flighted 
by Sir Robert Walpole, to whom 


he publickly avowed not only re- 


venge, but utter deſtruction. He 
had lively and ſhining parts, a ſur- 
prizing quicknefs of wit, and a 
happy turn to the moſt amuſing 
and entertaining kinds of poetry, 
as epigrams, ballads, odes, &c. in 
all which he had an uncommon fa- 

| cility, 
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cility, His compoſitions in that 
way were ſometimes ſatyrical, often 
licentious, but always full of wit. 


He had a quick and clear con- 
ception of buſineſs, could equally 
detect and practiſe ſophiſtry—he 
could ſtate and explain the moſt ' 


intricate matters, even in figures 
with the utmoſt perſpicuity. His 
parts were rather above buſineſs, 
and the warmth of his imagination, 
Joined to the impetuoſity and reſt- 
leſſneſs of his temper, made him 
incapable of conducting it long to- 


gether with prudence and ſteadineſs. 


| uk He 
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He was a moſt compleat orator 
and debator in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, eloquent, entertaining, per- 
ſuaſive, ſtrong, and pathetic, as oc- 
caſion required; for he had ar- 
guments „wit, and tears at his com- 
mand. His breaſt was the ſeat of 
all thoſe paſſions which degrade our 
nature and diſturb our reaſon. 
There they raged in a perpetual 
conflict, but Avarice, the meaneſt 
of them all, generally triumphed, 
ruled abſolutely, and in many in- 
ſtances, which 1 forbear to men- 


tion“, moſt ſcandalouſſy. 


His 


One inſtance, if be had known it, _ 
oy | — 
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.. His ſudden paſſion was outrage- 
ous, but ſupported by great perſo- 
nal courage. 


racterizer might not have thought beneath 
his notice. Vanity had often loudly inſiſted 
that the Earl of Bath ſhould have a burial- 
place amongſt the illuſtrious dead in Weſt- 
minſter Abbey, and had as often been called 
to order by Avarice for the extravagant idea. 
Rut at length ſhe carried her point by a 
lacky opportunity of not only bringing her 
adverſary over, but of animating her in a 
canſe, which ſhe now looked upon as her 
own, from the flattering proſpect of extend- 
ing her triumph, which the was already aſ- 
ſared would = felt “ ſtrong in death,” 
even beyond death itſelf, It was diſcovered 
that in this receptacle of fallen grandeur 
there was a vault 3 m0 to the family of 
Hatton, of which there was but one life re- 
maining. Lord Bath purchaſed the rever- 
on 2 this vault, which ſoon after became 
his p ty, and then ſold a diviſion of it 
for f ax all ſum he had given for the whole, 
with the unſpeakable = to foreſee 
that his Right Honourable remnants would 
rot with — at Free- cat. 


D 2 No- 
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Nothing exceeded his ambition 
but his avarice: they often accom- 
pany and are frequently and reci- 
procally the cauſes and the effects of 
each other, but the latter is always 
a clog upon the former. 


He affected good nature and 
compaſſion, and perhaps his heart 
might feel the misfortunes and diſ- 
treſſes of his fellow- creatures, but 
his hand was ſeldom or never 
ſtretched out to relieve them. 


Though he was an able actor of 
truth and ſincerity, he could occa- 
ſionally lay them aſide to ſerve the 
purpoſes of his ambition or avarice. 


He 
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He was once in the greateſt point 
of view that I ever ſaw any ſubje& 


in. When the oppoſition of which 
he was the leader in the Houſe of 
Commons, prevailed at laſt againſt 
Sir Robert Walpole, he became the 
arbiter between the Crown and the 
People: the former imploring his 
protection, the latter his ſupport. 
In that critical moment his various. 
jarring paſſions were in the higheſt 
ferment, and for a while ſuſpended 
his ruling one. Senſe of ſhame 
made him heſitate at turning cour- 
tier on a ſudden, after having acted 
the patriot ſo long, and with ſo 
much applauſe, and his pride made 

him 
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him declare that he would accept 
of no place, vainly imagining, that 
he could by ſuch a ſimulated and 
temporary ſelf-denial preferve his 
popularity with the people and his 
power at court. He was miſtaken 
in both. The King hated him al- 
moſt as much for what he might 
have done, as for what he had done: 
and a motley miniſtry was formed 
who by no means deſired his com- 


pany. 


The nation looked upon him as 


a deſerter, and he ſhrunk into inſig- 


nificancy and an earldom. 


He made ſeveral attempts after- 


wards to retrieve the popularity he 
had- 


"EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 3. 
had loſt, but i in vain—his ſituation 
would not allow it—he was fixed 
in the Houſe of Lords, that hoſpi- 
dal of incurables, and his retreat to 
popularity was cut off For the con⸗ 
fidence of the people, when once 
great, and once loſt, is never to be 
regained He lived afterwards in re- 
tirement with the wretched comfort 
of Horace's miſer. 


Populus me fibilat &c. 


may perhaps be ſuſpected to 
have given too ſtrong colouring to 
ſome features of this portrait; but 
I ſolemnly proteſt, that I have 
drawn 1 it conſcientiouſly and to the 

bi beſt 
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beſt of my knowledge, from very 
long acquaintance with and obſer- 
vation of the original. Nay, I 
have rather ſoftened than height- 
ened the colouring. 


LORD 
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LORD HARDWICKE, 


L HARD WICEE was 
perhaps the greateſt Magi- 


ſtrate that this country ever had. 


He preſided in the Court of Chan- 
cery above twenty years, and in all 
that time none of his decrees were 
reverſed, nor the juſtneſs of them 
ever queſtioned. Though avarice 
was his ruling paſſion, he was never 
in the leaſt ſuſpected of any kind of 
corruption—a rare and meritorious 
inſtance of virtue and ſelf-denial, 
under the influence of ſuch a cra- 
ving, inſatiable, and increaſing paſ- 
ſion! 


E He 
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He had great and clear parts ; 


underſtood, loved, and cultivated 
the Belles Lettres. 


He was an agreeable, eloquent 
ſpeaker in Parliament, but not 
without ſome little tincture of the 
pleader. 


Men are apt to miſtake, or at 
leaſt to ſeem to miſtake their own 
talents, in hopes perhaps of miſ- 
leading others to allow them that 
which they are conſcious they do 
not poſſeſs. Thus Lord Hard- 
wicke valued himſelf more upon 
being a great Miniſter of ſtate, 


which he certainly was not, than 
7 upon 
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upon being a great Magiſtrate, 
which he certainly was. 


All his notions were clear, but 
none of them great. Good order 
and domeſtick details were his pro- 
per department The great and 
ſnining parts of government, 
though not above his parts to con- 
ceive, were above his timidity to 
undertake. 3s 


By great and lucrative employ- 
ments, during the courſe of thirty 
years, and by ſtill greater parſimony, 
he acquired an immenſe fortune, 
and eſtabliſhed his numerous fami- 
ly in profitable poſts and advanta- 
geous alliances. 


E 2 Though 
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Though he had been Solicitor 
and Attorney General, he was by no 
means what 1s called a prerogative 
lawyer—he loved the conſtitution, 
and maintained the juſt prerogative 
of the crown, but without ſtretching 
it to the oppreſſion of the people. 


He was naturally humane, mo- 
derate, and decent, and when by his 
former employments he was obli- 
ced to proſecute ſtate-criminals, he 
diſcharged that duty in a very dif- 
ferent manner from moſt of his pre- 
deceſſors, who were too juſtly called 
the Blood-hounds of the Crown. 


He 
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He was a chearful and inſtructive 
companion, humane in his nature, 


decent in his manners, unſtained 
with any vice (Avarice excepted) a 
very Great Magiſtrate, but by no 
means a Great Miniſter. | 


* 
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Mr; FOX. 


MARX. HENRY FOX was a 
younger brother of the 
loweſt extraction. His father, Sir 
Stephen Fox, made a conſiderable 


fortune, ſome how or other, and left 
him a fair younger brother's porti- 
on, which he ſoon ſpent in the com- 
mon vices of youth, gaming inclu- 
ded. This obliged him to travel 
for ſome time. While abroad, he 
met with a very ſalacious Engliſh- 
woman, whoſe liberality retreived 
his fortune, with ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces, more to the honour of his vi- 
gour than his morals. 


When 
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When he returned, though by 
education a Jacobite, he attached 
himſelf to Sir Robert Walpole, and 
was one of his ableſt eJeves. He 
had no fixed principles either of 
religion or morality, and was too 
unweary in ridiculing and explo- 
ding them. 


He had very great abilities and 
indefatigable induſtry in buſineſs, 
great {kill in managing, that is, in 
corrupting, the Houſe of Commons, 
and a wonderful dexterity in attach 
ing individuals to himſelf. He 
promoted, encouraged, and practiſ- 
ed their vices; he gratiſied their 


Ava 
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avarice, or ſupplied their profuſion, 
He wiſely and pun&tually perform- 


ed whatever he promiſed, and moſt 
liberally rewarded their attachment 
and dependance. | By theſe and all 
other means that can be imagined, A: 
he made himſelf many Perce | 


friends and political dependants, 5 
He was a moſt diſagrecable 

ſpeaker in parliament, inelegant in 

his language, heſitating and un- 

graceful in his elocution, but ſkill- 

ful in diſcerning the temper of the 

houſe, and in knowing when and 


how to preſs or to yeild. 


4 


A 


come companion in ſocial life, 59 
in all domeſtic relations he was 
 Eoodnatured. | NVL 


As 1 if OY his * 
tion became ſubſervient to his avis 
rice. His early profuſion and diſ- 
Gpation had made him feel the ma- 
ny inconveniencies of want, and, as 
it often happens, carried him to the 
contrary and worſe e extreme of cor- 


ruption and rapine. | Rem, quocun- 
que modo rem became his maxim, 


which he obſerved (I will not ſay 


religiouſly and ſcrupulouſly) but 
invariably and ſhamefully, 


HE He 
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A conſtant, good humour and 5 5 
ſeeming frankneſs made him a wel- 
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; He had not the leaſt notion of, or 
regard ſor, the public good or the 
conſtitution, but deſpiſed | thoſe 
cares, as the objects of narrow 
minds, or the pretences of intereſt- 
ed ones. And he lived, as Brutus 
died, calling Virtue only a name. 


| der 

Fey 
9 
6. 4 


Mr. 
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rn 
R. PITT owed his riſe to 
the moſt conſiderable poſts 
and power in this kingdom ſingly 
to his own abilities. In him they / 
ſupplied the want of birth and for- 
tune, which latter, in others, too of- 
ten ſupply the want of the former. 
He was a younger brother of a very 
new family, and his fortune was 
only an annuity of one hundred 
pounds a year. | 


The army was his original deſti- 
nation, and a cornetcy of horſe his 
firſt . and only commiſſion in it. 
Thus unaſſiſted by favour or for- 

F 2 tune 
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tune he had no powerful protecter 


to intreduce him into buſineſs, and 


(EIL way uſe that expreſſion) to do 
the honours of his parts—bur their 
own, ſtrength was fully ſufficient, 
Ess conftitution refuſed, him the 
uſual pleaſures, and. his genius for- 
bid him the idle difipatians of, 
youth, for ſo early as at the age of 
ſixteen he was the martyr of an he- 
reditary gout. He therefore em- 
ployed the leiſure which. that tedi- 
ous and painful diſtemper either 
procured or allowed him in acqui- 
ring a great fund of premature and: 
uſeful knowledge: Thus bythe un- 
accountable relation of cauſes: and 


effects, what ſeemed the greateſt 
miſ- 
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misfortune of his life as perhaps 
the principal cauſe of its ſplendour. 


His private life was ſtained by. 
no vice, nor ſullied by any mean- 
neſs. All his ſentiments were li- 
beral and elevated. His ruling 
paſſion was an unbounded ambi- 
tion, which when ſupported by great 
abilities, and crowned with great 
ſucceſs, make what the world calls 
a Great Man. 


He was haughty, imperious, im- 
patient of contradiction, and over- 
bearing: qualities which too often 
accompany,, but always clog, great 
ones. 


He 
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He had manners and addreſs, but. 
one might diſcern through them 
too great a conſciouſneſs of his own 
ſuperior talents. = 


He was a moſt agreeable and 
lively companion in ſocial life, and 
had ſuch a verſatility of wit, that 
he would adopt it to all ſorts of 
converſation. He had alſo a moſt 
happy turn to poetry; but he ſeldom 
indulged, and ſeldom avowed it. 


He came young into Parliament, 
and upon that great theatre he ſoon 
equalled the oldeſt and the ableſt 
actors. His eloquence was of every 
kind, and he excelled in the argu- 
mentative, as well as in the decla- 
| matory 
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matory way. But his invectives 
were terrible, and uttered with ſuch 
energy of diction, and ſuch dignity 
of action and countenance, that he 
intimidated thoſe who were the moſt 
willing and the beſt able to encoun- 
ter him. Their arms fell out of 
their hands, and they ſhrunk unde, 
the aſcendant which his genius 
gained over their's, 


In that Aſſembly, where public 
good is ſo much talked of, and pri- 
vate intereſt ſingly purſued, he ſet 
out with acting the patriot and 
performed that part ſo ably, that he 
was adopted by the public as their 
ches 
Hume Campbell and Lord Mansfield. 
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chief, or rather their only unſuſ- | 


pected, champion. 

The weight of his popularity 
and his univerſally acknowledged 
abilities obtruded him upon King 
George the Second, to whom he 
was perſonally obnoxious. He 
was made Secretary of State. In 
this diffieult and delicate firuation, 
which one would have thought 
muſt have reduced either the pa- 


triot, or the miniſter, to a deciſive 


option, he managed with ſuch abi- 
lity, that while he ſerved the King 
more effectually in his moſt unwar- 
rantable electoral views than any 
former miniſter, however willing, 
had dared to do, he ſtill preſerved 
all 


. 
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all his credit and popularity with 
the public, whom he aſſured and 
convinced that the protection and 
defence of Hanover with an army 
of ſeventy-five thouſand men in 
Britiſh pay, was the only poſſible 
method of ſecuring our poſſeſſions 
or acquiſitions i in North America--- - 
So much eaſier is it to deceive than 
to undeceive mankind. 


His own diſintereſtedneſs, and 
even contempt of money, ſmoothed 
his way to power, and prevented or 
filenced a great ſhare of that envy 
which commonly attends it. Moſt 
men think that they have an equal 
natural right to riches, and equal 
abilities to make a proper uſe of 

G them, 


2 
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them, but net very many of them 


Have the impudenee tb think them 
ſelves qualified for power. 


Upon the whole he will make 2 
great and ſhining figure in the an- 
nals of this country ; notwithſtahd- 
ſanding the blot which his accept- 
ance of three thouſand pounds per 
annum penſion for three lives, upon 
his voluntary reſignation of the 
Seals, in the firſt yearbf the preſent 
King, muſt make in his character, 
eſpecially as to the diſintereſted part 


of it.---However it muſt be ac- 


knowledged, that he had thoſe qua- 
lities which none but a Great Man 
| can 
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can have, with a mixture of ſome of 
thoſe failings, which are the com- 


mon lot of wretched and imperfect 
human nature, 
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52 EXTRACTS, &c. 


Extracts from Original Letters 
Written by the late E arl of Cheſter field. 


IL [Voltaire] ne peut 
pas $'empecher de larder tout ce 
qu'il ecrit, & qu'il feroit mieux de 
ſupprimer; puiſqu' au bout du 
compte on ne doit pas troubler 
Pordre etabli. Que chacun penſe 
comme il veut, ou plutot comme il 
peut, mais qu'il ne communique pas 
ſes id&es, des qu'elles ſont d'une na- 
ture a pouvoir troubler le repos de 
la ſocietẽ. 


ns 


—— 


— — Sont les choſes 
qui me retiennent neceſſaire ment 
cette aunce d'un pais que Jaime 
beaucoup dans un pais que franche- 
ment je n'aime gueres. 


Londres---- 
G E 


| ——— LE Chevalier Ro- 
bert eſt parti aujourd hui pour ſa 
terre, charge des depouilles & de la 
haine du public. Arrache au roi 
par la majoritẽ du Parlement, & au 
meme tems impudement comble de 
nouvelles marques de fa faveur, 
comme, titre de Comte, penſion 
conſiderable, des charges à vie pour 
ſes amis et dependans, et le pas de 
Vicomteſſe pour une fille batarde, 
et qu'il a eue du vivant de ſa pre- 
miere femme. Tous ces exces ont 
anime le public contre lut plus que 
Jamais---ſi bien que fa retraite na 
pas la mine detre fort tranquille. 


— — 


9 — 


—— JE vous dirai natu- 
rellement, mais c'eſt abſolument en- 


tre nous, que Monſieur ſon fils Ile 
fils 
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fils de Miladi Hervey] dont vous me 
demandeꝶ le charactere, n ena point 
du tout. Ceſt un petit freluquet, 

une petite fille frivole, ſans eſprit, 
mais avec beaucoup d'humeur, 


— 


. — PAI vepet6 toute cette 


| annfe ici, fans plaiſirs, & fans. 
peines. Mon age et ma ſurditẽ me 
deffendent les premiers: ma philo- 


fophie, ou peut · ẽtre mon tempera- 


ment (car on s' trompe ſouvent) 
me garantit des dernieres. Je tire 
toujours le meilleur parti que je puis 
des amuſemens tranquilles du Jardi- 


nage, de la Promenade, et de la Lec- 
ture; moyennant quoi, j'attends la 
mort, fans la ſouhaiter, ou ſans la 
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